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Main Project Objectives

Researching film fees across cities and counties in GeorgiaResearch

Reviewing film ordinancesReading

Comparing the application processes across the cities and 
countiesExamining



The current Marietta City film 
permit application is not 
technologically driven.

A Look at Marietta's 
Application today:



City of Marietta
Current – Film Permit

(Page 1)

Alignment
Spacing
Capitalization
Inadequate space 

allotted
Not automated



City of Marietta
Current – Film Permit

(Page 2)

Alignment
Spacing
Inadequate space allotted
Not automated 



Marietta City Film 
Application Considerations

 Application made more appealing to the user 
(user friendly)
 Electronic Applications as an option
 Application fees and information updated based 

on this research
 Condensed Application options (for applicants 

who may need one of many things in the 
application)



One Consideration :
A Link To The Fillable City Film 

Permit Application On Your Website

https://pdf.ac/FCE3J
A Step Towards Future Automation

https://pdf.ac/FCE3J


Another Consideration
A Film Permit Application Powered 

by FORMS

• City of Marietta Application for Film Permit

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=QNOlJbyKU0C0vdwSEygDU5c0maLMZ15PmjesT0Z5Z4ZUQlNWMlpNQTdSWEE3MVE5SVZNVlpWVVNUUS4u


Example  of 
Automated 

Permit



Proposing Automated Film 
Permit Application Options

RESULTS:

A More Efficient and Professional look 
for Marietta City!

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.

 Marietta City utilizes modern technology and processes 
in its organization.

 Application process more attractive.
 Application can be completed utilizing multiple 

electronic sources and completed anywhere.
 The application will have current fees and information.
 The answers on the application will be legible and not 

reliant on interpreting handwriting.
 Application is received immediately upon submitting the 

information.
 More efficient and effective processing of the 

application.

A Look at the future!

https://thecognate.com/event/retail-inventory-manager-development-program-by-mia-sdk/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


The Application

We researched the following cities for 
permit and application ideas:

• Cobb County
• Savannah
• City of Atlanta
• Gwinnett

After reviewing multiple applications from 
other cities, the application for Marietta 
City Film Association could be revised and 
updated with comparable fees.

Permit Type (Savannah) Fee

- Per location each day $100.00

- Daily maximum fee regardless 
of number of locations $300.00

PARKING FEE $2/hour per space

On Street – North of Victory 
Drive

Atlanta Non-refundable 
application fee

Filming permit 
fee, non-rush

Non-students $100 $300/per month

Students $25 $150, flat rate



Cost-Benefit 
Analysis
This data chart is the cost-
benefit analysis of 4 other 
cities/counties including Marietta. 
Here we see the different fees that 
can arise and how each city/county 
differs in their pricing. Some fines are 
more expensive at first glance, 
others become more expensive over 
time. There are places that 
possibly don't have to pay fees due 
to the fees not existing in 
another area. This chart shows 
the differences between 
each city/county.



Fees Across Camera-Ready Georgia
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Feedback and 
Insurance

• We decided to dive more into the 
liability portion of creating films within 
different city limits.

• We went with the South Georgia 
region as they do not get much 
recognition

• Gwinnett County
• Bibb County
• Henry County
• Coweta County



Gwinnett County 
Findings
• All productions filmed in Gwinnett 

County (whether in unincorporated 
Gwinnett or within city limits) 
are required to have a Gwinnett 
County Fire Plan Review permit (no 
fee).

• To the right, is an example of the 
insurance form needed in Gwinnett 
County to film any project.



Bibb County Findings

• Macon-Bibb county does not have their own film application, they have a special event permit packet. Individuals, 
organizations, and agencies wishing to conduct special events on Macon-Bibb County owned property, rights-of 
ways or public streets are required to obtain a permit in advance. Special Events Permit must be obtained from the 
Parks & Beautification Department for any event to include (but not limited to) the following (Car washes NOT 
permitted): Block Parties, Concerts, Park Events, Road Races, Carnivals/Festivals, Filming, Performances, Street 
Closings Ceremony’s, Parades, and Protests/Rally Walks/Marches.



Henry County 
Findings

• Historic main streets and country scenes all create 
Southern charm just 30 minutes “Comfortably 
South of Atlanta.” Henry County is Camera Ready 
and film friendly.
• Services provided by the Henry County CVB 
Camera Ready team include location and permitting 
assistance and recommendations and support for 
securing local resources and services.
• Henry county is the home to Pinewood Studios 
where some of the famous Avenger movies were 
created.



Coweta County 
Findings
With Coweta’s range of locations and picturesque areas, and as 
the home base of Studio B Interior Design (Raleigh Studios), they 
continue to be an active location for filming of all kinds. Coweta 
County is a CAMERA-READY COMMUNITY.

For more information on filming in Coweta, the applicant must 
contact the Event Services department at 770-254-2627.

• TV shows/movies filmed in Coweta County include but are not 
limited to:

• The House with a Clock in its Walls
• Zombieland
• Sweet Home Alabama
• Fried Green Tomatoes
• Driving Miss Daisy
• The Walking Dead



Excel Findings

• Below are attachments of the Excel Charts that we 
created to compare the data found throughout this 
project.

Permit Fees Permit Fees Cont’d Film Statistics


Fees (Revised)

						Contact Name		Phone		Email		Website/Main Source		Application Fee		Processing charge		Policer officer		Coordinating fee		Police vehicles as required		Fire inspector		Fire truck		Hydrant Meter Hookup 		Water		Lane & Street Closure		Parking		Enclosed Tent		Public Property		Facility Rental		Rush Fees		Cancellation Fees		Late Fees		cost recovery		Security		Extra links & contact information or fee schedule links		Notes

		Chatham		Savannah

		Cherokee		Ball Ground

				Holly Springs

				Woodstock





Fees & Information

		https://www.georgia.org/industries/film-entertainment/georgia-film-tv-production/permits





				CHATHAM 		CHEROKEE								CLARK		CLAYTON		COBB						COWETA						DEKALB																										FAYETTE								FLOYD				FORSYTH		FRANKLIN				FULTON																						GWINNETT										HALL		JASPER		LAMAR		LUMPKIN		MCINTOSH		MUSCOGEE		MORGAN								NEWTON						OCONEE		RICHMOND		ROCKDALE		SPALDING		WALTON

				Savannah		Ball Ground		Canton		Holly Springs		Woodstock		Athens-Clark		Clayton		Kennesaw		Marietta		Smyrna		Newnan		Senoia		Coweta		DeKalb		ATL		Avondale Estates		Brookhaven		Chamblee		Clarkston		Decatur		Doraville		Dunwoody		Lithonia		Stonecrest		Stone Mountain		Tucker		Fayette County		Peachtree City		Tyrone		Fayetteville		Floyd County		Rome		Forsyth		Royston requires a $40 fee and Lavonia requires a $10 permit fee plus $5 for each city employee used				Alpharetta 		ATL		East Point		Fairburn		Hapeville		Johns Creek		Milton		Mountain Park		Roswell		Sandy Springs		Fulton Films		Duluth		Lawrenceville		Peachtree Corners		Suwanee		Gwinett County		Hall County		Jasper County		Barnesville		Dahlonega		McIntosh		Make note*		Morgan County				Madison				Covington-Newton		Newton County		Covington		Oconee County		Make note*		Rockdale County		Griffin		Monroe

		Contact Name		Nicole Bush		Doug Vaught		No info available				Doug Vaught		Jeff Mongomery		No Info Available		City Manager Office		Rich Buss		Limited information available		Consult the information below and NOTES section		Debby Volk		Debbie Pike		DeKalb Entertainment Commission		Mayor’s Office of Entertainment		City Hall		City of Brookhaven Department of Community Development		City of Chamblee						PDF not found!		Permit Desk		City of Lithonia		Film Liaison - Jonathan Bartlett								Kimberly Larson						???		???										Cardellia Hunter

		Phone		912-351-3837		912-552-5559						912-552-5559		706-613-3795				770-424-8274		FAX: 770-794-5635						770-599-3679		770-254-2601		404-687-2748		404-330-6006		404-294-5400		404.637.0500 		(770) 986-5010		  404.687.2748		404.371.8386				678-382-6700		770.482.8136 ext 128		770-224-0200; (770) 224-0213
								7067413439		7704874038		7707194067														404.330.6207

		Email		nbush@savannahga.gov		doug@coastalgeorgiafilm.org						doug@coastalgeorgiafilm.org		info@accgov.com												dvolk@senoia.com		dpike@coweta.ga.us		production@dekalbentertainment.com		atlfilm@atlantaga.gov				planning@brookhavenga.gov		film@chambleega.gov		production@deKalbentertainment.com		filming@decaturga.com						cityclerk@lithoniacity.org		films@stonecrestga.gov; jbartlett@stonecrestga.gov
www.stonecrestga.gov
								klarson@dot.ga.gov

		website/main information source		https://www.filmsavannah.org/permits/student-filming/		Must contact Camera Ready Liaison. They are open for film requests with no permit application				https://hollyspringsga.us/Documents/Special%20Events/Special%20Event%20Permit%20Application.pdf		Must contact Camera Ready Liaison. They are open for film requests with no permit application		https://www.accgov.com/film				https://www.kennesaw-ga.gov/download/film-permit-information-application/?wpdmdl=19292&refresh=5d692e5df131e1567174237		https://www.mariettaga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/12507/FILMPOLICY-10-13-21		https://www.smyrnaga.gov/home/showdocument?id=2453		https://www.georgia.org/sites/default/files/wp-uploads/2013/09/City-of-Newnan-Fee-Schedule.pdf		https://www.georgia.org/sites/default/files/wp-uploads/2014/03/Senoia-Film-Permit.pdf		 very limited information		https://app.apply4.com/filmapp/usa/dekalb		https://app.apply4.com/filmapp/usa/atlanta		https://www.avondaleestates.org/DocumentCenter/View/1682/Film-Permit-Application-?bidId=		https://app.apply4.com/filmapp/usa/brookhaven		https://app.apply4.com/filmapp/usa/chamblee		https://app.apply4.com/filmapp/usa/dekalb		https://app.apply4.com/filmapp/usa/decatur				https://www.dunwoodyga.gov/government/departments/community-development/licenses-special-events/filming		https://app.apply4.com/filmapp/usa/lithonia		https://app.apply4.com/filmapp/usa/stonecrest		https://app.apply4.com/filmapp/usa/dekalb		https://app.apply4.com/filmapp/usa/dekalb		https://www.fayettega.org/docs/Fayette-Film-Permit.pdf		https://www.georgia.org/sites/default/files/wp-uploads/2014/03/Peachtree-City-Film-Permit.pdf		https://www.fayettega.org/docs/Tyrone-Film-permit.pdf																crhunter@atlantaga.gov 

		Processing charge		$25 per location + $30 permit fee per location						$50 permit fee				 commercial or non-commercial purposes in public spaces or private property does not require permitting (EXCEPTIONS ARE IN NOTES SECTION)				nonrefundable, $100		waivable, $25										nonrefundable application fee of $100 + $200 per month per location				$250												filming permit fees are $100 a day and the sign fee is $100										$100/day for filming at passive locations that do not produce excessive disruption $500/day for filming at active locations that may produce excessive disruption to
routine County business/operations or to the general public.
to routine County business/operations or to the general public. 

		Policer officer		$36/hr with a 4 hour minimum. If you hire 5 or more officers, a supervisor must be hired at $51/hr														price depends on task -- see NOTES		$60/hr										$50/hr for minimum of 4 hours. Events lasting over 4 hours will be charged $100/hr				$35/hr		minimum of $40 per hour with a four-hour minimum. Any event lasting over four hours shall be charged an additional fee of $40 per hour. Further, there is a $10/daily rate fuel reimbursement for each assigned officer				minimum of $50 per hour with a four-hour minimum.  Any event lasting over four hours shall be charged an additional fee of $50 per hour.  For productions requiring multiple Officers, there will be a designated "Lead Officer" who may have a flat-rate fee of a minimum of $55 per hour with a four-hour minimum						$55 per hour per officer with a minimum of three hours per officer.		$180 + must be needed a minimum of 4 hours 

		Coordinating fee		n/a																$250 to $500 -- police coordinating fee																No fee for use of off duty officers

		Police vehicles as required		$6/hr + $1/hr admin fee																$35/day																Included with police rate												$20 per hour

		Fire inspector		n/a																with 4 hour minimum, $50/hr (at least $200/day)										FIRE AND LIFE SAFETY REVIEW $100 per location						No costs listed -- scheduling is required		minimum of $50 per hour with a four-hour minimum. Any event lasting over four hours shall be charged an additional fee of $50 per hour.		FSO Flat Rate Fee is a minimum of $50 per hour with a four-hour minimum.  Any event lasting over four hours shall be charged an additional fee of $50 per hour. 								$100

		Fire truck		n/a																$250/hr ($375 for OT)										$50/hr for minimum of 4 hours. Events lasting over 4 hours will be charged $100/hr						n/a

		Hydrant meter hookup		n/a																$65 + $950 DEPOSIT																$600 deposit + $28 monthly rental charge and a required reporting of usage per month		$600 deposit + $28 monthly rental charge and a required reporting of usage per month		Email the completed water meter application and the approved film permit to hydrantrental@dekalbcountyga.gov						$600.00 deposit+ $28 monthly rental charge and a required reporting of usage per month		N/a

		water		n/a																$10.02 per 1000 gal

		Lane closure		Traffic $29/hr (reg) $35/hr (sun) $39/hr (holiday) Supervisor $42/hr (reg) $55/hr (sun) $59/hr (holiday)										see these resources: https://www.accgov.com/DocumentCenter/View/26756/PERMIT-APPLICATION-LAND-DEVELOPMENT?bidId= AS WELL AS GADOT http://mydocs.dot.ga.gov/info/gdotpubs/Publications/6755-12.pdf				$500 per day, per street; intermittent street closure is $250		$120 ea minimum										varies by linear feet $20 per calendar
day, per lane (0-100)
$40 per calendar day,
per lane (101-200)
$60 per calendar day,
per lane (201-300)
$80 per calendar day,
per lane (301+)		Base fee $35		$35/hr				$50/hr										Says they are not charging fees right now, but there is a fee schedule for sidewalk and lane closures on the site

		street closure																		$240 ea minimum										SIDEWALK CLOSURE: $6 per calendar
day, per sidewalk
$12 per calendar day,
per sidewalk
$18 per calendar day,
per sidewalk
$18 per calendar day,
per sidewalk

		parking spaces		n/a																$7 to $17 per day										$500/day		$17 per meter/space per day														$500 per day		N/A

		enclosed tent		n/a																$25 ea																												Use of different facilities/public areas have different fees associated with them

		facility rental		n/a																$250/day minimum

		late fees		n/a																$100																												n/a but it lists $200 rush fee

		cost recovery		uniformed officer $1/hr city vehicle $6/hr

		security		$26 (reg) $32 (sun) $36 (holiday) supervisor $39 (reg) $50 (sun) $54 (holiday)

		Extra links, contact information and fee schedule documents		Savannah Area Permits & Guidelines link NOT FOUND!										EXCEPTIONS: requires sidewalk, street or lane closures, occurs in parks, or requires use of local government facilities				Security: $40/hr per officer		legal fees $175/hr				Fees are based on streets and sidewalks and public builings and spaces. fees differ depending on equipment		little information  available -- use of public property ranges between $500 and $1000		https://www.georgia.org/sites/default/files/wp-uploads/2013/09/Coweta-County-Film-Contacts.pdf		https://app.apply4.com/uploads/instance_document/file/510/DeKalb_Film_Permit_Fee_Schedule_-v3.19.21_FINAL.pdf		$100 cancellation fee for apps cancelled after approval process commenced		Must submit the application 10 days prior to shooting				fee schedule: https://app.apply4.com/uploads/instance_document/file/1763/Updated_Film_Fees_2021.pdf		fee schedule: https://app.apply4.com/uploads/instance_document/file/510/DeKalb_Film_Permit_Fee_Schedule_-v3.19.21_FINAL.pdf		FEE SCHEDULE: https://app.apply4.com/uploads/instance_document/file/498/Film_Video_Photo_Guidelines__Fees-2017.pdf				contact Lt. William Furman with the Dunwoody Police Department to confirm that you will not need any police support. Lt. Furman can be reached directly at 678-382-6920 or by email.												!00 per sign								 		100 permit fee						200 Fee

		Notes		https://www.filmsavannah.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/SPD-Film-Policy.pdf										All forms needed will be found on website. Some links go to documents or other sites (GADOT)				Alcohol Event: $45/hr per officer						Libby Winn 779-253-2682 (ext 201) lwinn@cityofnewnan.org								FEE SCHEDULE								SAME AS DEKALB!!								All fees untaxed!

														For park locations, contact Melanie Elroy at 706-613-4800 or melanie.mcelroy@accgov.com				Traffic: $50/hr per officer						contact info listed is for city council members to get on meeting agendas attached includes information about meeting dates								https://app.apply4.com/uploads/instance_document/file/465/AMOFE_ONLINE_FEE_SCHEDULE1.pdf

														Athens-Clarke County Public Information Office (706-613-3795) serves as the official film liaison				More notes on Sheet 2





https://www.georgia.org/industries/film-entertainment/georgia-film-tv-production/permitshttps://www.smyrnaga.gov/home/showdocument?id=2453https://www.georgia.org/sites/default/files/wp-uploads/2013/09/City-of-Newnan-Fee-Schedule.pdfhttps://www.georgia.org/sites/default/files/wp-uploads/2014/03/Senoia-Film-Permit.pdfmailto:dvolk@senoia.comhttps://www.georgia.org/sites/default/files/wp-uploads/2013/09/Coweta-County-Film-Contacts.pdfmailto:dpike@coweta.ga.usmailto:production@dekalbentertainment.comhttps://app.apply4.com/filmapp/usa/dekalbhttps://app.apply4.com/filmapp/usa/atlantahttps://www.avondaleestates.org/DocumentCenter/View/1682/Film-Permit-Application-?bidId=https://www.filmsavannah.org/permits/student-filming/https://www.fayettega.org/docs/Fayette-Film-Permit.pdfhttps://www.georgia.org/sites/default/files/wp-uploads/2014/03/Peachtree-City-Film-Permit.pdfmailto:klarson@dot.ga.govhttps://www.fayettega.org/docs/Tyrone-Film-permit.pdfmailto:crhunter@atlantaga.govmailto:planning@brookhavenga.govhttps://app.apply4.com/filmapp/usa/brookhavenhttps://app.apply4.com/filmapp/usa/chambleehttps://app.apply4.com/filmapp/usa/dekalbmailto:film@chambleega.govhttps://www.filmsavannah.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/SPD-Film-Policy.pdfmailto:production@deKalbentertainment.commailto:filming@decaturga.comhttps://app.apply4.com/filmapp/usa/decaturhttps://www.dunwoodyga.gov/government/departments/community-development/licenses-special-events/filmingmailto:william.furman@dunwoodyga.govmailto:cityclerk@lithoniacity.orghttps://app.apply4.com/filmapp/usa/lithoniahttps://app.apply4.com/filmapp/usa/stonecresthttps://app.apply4.com/filmapp/usa/dekalbhttps://app.apply4.com/filmapp/usa/dekalbhttps://www.accgov.com/filmmailto:films@stonecrestga.govhttps://app.apply4.com/uploads/instance_document/file/510/DeKalb_Film_Permit_Fee_Schedule_-v3.19.21_FINAL.pdfhttps://app.apply4.com/uploads/instance_document/file/465/AMOFE_ONLINE_FEE_SCHEDULE1.pdfhttps://hollyspringsga.us/Documents/Special%20Events/Special%20Event%20Permit%20Application.pdfmailto:info@accgov.commailto:nbush@savannahga.govhttps://www.kennesaw-ga.gov/download/film-permit-information-application/?wpdmdl=19292&refresh=5d692e5df131e1567174237https://www.mariettaga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/12507/FILMPOLICY-10-13-21



Marketing 
Considerations

• Feedback is important in any process that provides a service to the 
public. The next few slides will display different marketing 
considerations that could benefit the film application process. 

• Marketing facilitates exchanges in the ownership and possession of 
goods and services.

• Marketing also helps in optimal utilization of resources



Survey Option
Customer Satisfaction Survey

Listening to customers has always been important to us. Your feedback will help us better serve people like you!

1. How long have you been a customer of the Marietta Film Association?
Less than six months
Six months to a year
1 - 2 years
More than 2 years
I am not a customer

2. Which of the following products have you purchased from the Marietta Film Association before? (Please select all that apply.)
Parking for filming
Membership for long term filming
Membership for short term filming
Insurance for filming
None of the above

3. Overall, how satisfied are you with Marietta Film Association?
Extremely satisfied
Very satisfied
Somewhat satisfied
Not so satisfied
Not satisfied at all



Survey Cont.
4. How responsive have we been to your questions or concerns?
Extremely responsive
Very responsive
Somewhat responsive
Not so responsive
Not at all responsive
Not applicable

5. How likely are you to purchase any of our products again?
Extremely likely
Very likely
Somewhat likely
Not so likely
Not at all likely

6. Do you have any other comments, questions, or concerns?



Instagram
Benefits:

• Increases Brand awareness
• Increase website traffic and 

SEO rankings
• Saves time
• Lead generation happens at a 

low cost
• Boosts content marketing
• Increase in sales
• Provides better audience 

insight

“@ name”: MariettaCityFilm



Twitter

Benefits
• Free business 

promotion
• Reach new audiences
• Start a conversation, or 

a movement
• Experiment with tone

“@ name”: MariettaCityFilm



Questions??
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